Introduction
By definition, inventories of naturalised and invasive species compiled for specific regions are dynamic: additions are inevitably made to such lists as fieldwork and natural history observations reveal that further species are spreading without human intervention in their adopted countries. Rather alarmingly, some species may have become quite widespread before being detectedFurcraea foetida (L.) Haw. in South Africa ) is a case in point -while others are fortunately noticed before they can have a serious impact on the indigenous biodiversity of their adopted countries [e.g. Yucca aloifolia L., also in South Africa, (Smith et al., 2012) ]. We here for the first time record the occurrence of Agave salmiana Otto ex Salm-Dyck subsp. salmiana var. salmiana as naturalised in the Eastern Cape Province of South Africa (Figure 1 ). This species went undetected when Smith et al. (2008) produced the Flora account of agaves naturalised in that Province. A. salmiana (subsp. salmiana) var. salmiana is described and a key is provided to distinguish it from the two large-growing varieties of Agave americana L. that have previously been noted as naturalised in southern Africa. Given the complex nomenclatural and taxonomic histories of A. salmiana (subsp. salmiana) var. salmiana, a comprehensive chronological synonymy of the taxon is provided.
Agave salmiana recorded from South Africa
Several species of Agave L., a predominantly Mexican and Central and southern North American genus (García-Mendoza, 1998) , are commonly grown in South Africa, with some having become problem plants in the country . During recent fieldwork in the Eastern Cape Province of South Africa we came across a population of Agave salmiana (subsp. salmiana) var. salmiana, where it has become established in thicket vegetation in the Swartkops River Valley near Redhouse, near the metropolitan city of Port Elizabeth (Figure 2) . Two of the agave taxa recorded as naturalised in South Africa to date, A. americana (subsp. americana) var. americana and A. americana (subsp. americana) var. expansa (Jacobi) Gentry, are also large-growing, forming massive, monocarpic rosettes (Smith & Mössmer, 1996; (Figure 3 ), more boat-shaped in outline, and especially at maturity distinctly valleculate towards the apex (Figure 4) . The leaves of A. salmiana always remain erect and never topple to one side. In addition, its inflorescences are more pyramidal in outline than those of the two Agave americana varieties ( Figure 5 ). The leaves of Agave americana are light blue, elongate-attenuate and the leaf apices hardly ever valleculate; those of, particularly, A. americana var. americana tend to be top heavy and topple over. The inflorescences of the two varieties of A. americana are inverted cone-shaped. The mammillae on which the sharp, marginal leaf teeth of A. salmiana are situated are mostly more prominent than in the case of the two naturalised taxa of Agave americana, but this character tends to be somewhat variable ( Figure 6 ).
Agave salmiana var. salmiana has been included in The European Garden Flora (Couper & Cullen, 1986) , as well as in Flora europaea (Webb, 1980) , albeit under the name A. atrovirens Karw. ex Salm-Dyck (see Smith & Figueiredo, 2007 for a discussion of this misidentification). However, it has not become established in Australia, another country prone to invasions by New World succulents, including agaves and cacti (Foster, 1986) . Taxonomically, a further subspecies of A. salmiana, subsp. crassispina (Trel.) Gentry, and two varieties of the subsp. salmiana, var. angustifolia A.Berger and var. ferox (K.Koch) Gentry, are presently widely accepted. Of these, only var. ferox has been recorded as naturalised in the Canary Islands (Govaerts et al., 2011) . However, Lodé (2010) does not mention this taxon in his guide to the indigenous and introduced succulent flora of the Canary Islands. The two agaves that are most naturalised globally, Agave americana and A. sisalana Perrine, are mentioned as occurring on the Islands though (Lodé, 2010: 320-321) .
Agave salmiana is the most important source of pulque in Mexico, but no uses have been recorded for it in South Africa, apart from being utilised in amenity and domestic horticulture.
The synonymy of Agave salmiana is extensive. As a result of interest in cultivating these plants in Europe, especially during the 19 th and early 20 th centuries, and in a few cases even earlier (Ullrich, 1993; Richter, 2011: 15-19) , a multitude of names were published for plants that were only known from cultivation. Predictably, many of these names later proved to be synonyms. The bibliography of these names is often difficult to access and many references encountered in the literature, such as nursery catalogues, can be traced today only with great difficulty, if at all. Cullen (1986: 282); Irish & Irish (2000: 154-155 Guillot et al.: Figures 56-60 (2009); Richter: p. 11 (2011) .
Flowering time:
The species flowers in midsummer in South Africa.
Eponymy:
The specific epithet commemorates Prince Joseph Franz Anton Hubert Ignaz zu Salm-Reifferscheid-Dyck (1773-1861), German botanist, artist, horticulturalist and succulent plant expert who in the first half of the 18 th Century had a plant collection unrivalled in Central Europe (see Rowley, 1993) .
Common names: Afrikaans -reuse-garingboom. English -giant century plant. French -Agave de Salman (Albano, 2006) . Spanish -maguey de pulque (Irish & Irish, 2000; Vásquez-García et al., 2007) , maguey del Príncipe Salm-Dyck, maguey pulquero (Vásquez-García et al., 2007) . Known in Mexico under numerous names: Agave pulquero,
